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It’s well known fact that no year resembles another, thankfully! Last year we 
were lamenting the fact that nature was being rather harsh to winemakers: 
this year it’s the opposite. 
 

The general climate doesn’t help matters. In France there is a strong anti-
alcohol lobby, more and more government regulations and more and more 
wine sold by powerful supermarket chains. All this makes life very difficult 
for the small wine producers. At the same time it obliges us to react, to 
produce excellent wines and to seek new markets. Luckily the consumer is 
increasingly aware of the situation and prefers these lesser known gems 
which reflect the character and passion of the wine grower. 
 

The Vineyard 
 

The vineyard itself reacts to the climate a little like we do. In the spring 
(April and May) the bunches formed and the flowering took place under good 
conditions which promised a potentially good harvest. However, August was 
unseasonably cold and the vines almost stopped growing. Luckily the fine 
weather returned in September and October with little rain and very warm 
temperatures. The grapes benefited immensely and the harvest was much 
better than hoped for. We welcomed a delightful young Mexican student in 
July, Mariana Novoa Palazuelos, who adapted very quickly to work in the 
vineyard. The assistant wine maker this year was an Italian, Matteo Ivaldi 
who brought fresh ideas and has helped produce an excellent sauvignon 
blanc, (Cuvée Margot) a fruity rosé ( Cuvée Lulu) and our premium red wine 
( la Verrière) 
 

The Wine 
 

For the festive season we are selling our range of reds: Classique 2013, 
fruity and concentrated, Sequoia 2012 full-bodied and tannic (mentioned in 
the 2015 Guide Hachette) and the Verrière 2011, complex with hints of ripe 
blackcurrants. The white and rosé will be bottled and ready for the 
beginning of 2015. 
                                                                                                   …. /... 
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Bed and Breakfast 
 
The tourist season was good but rather atypical. Certain months which are 
normally fully booked remained light (April and July) and our French clients 
were quite thin on the ground. Luckily our increasingly international 
reputation meant that the rooms were filled with visitors from England, 
Germany, America, Australia and of course New Zealand. 
Our team was well-tuned this year. The house-keeping was done efficiently 
and with a smile by both Michele and Elsa and our two New Zealanders, 
Casey and Genevieve charmed everyone. We also recruited an intern, 
Morgane Blanc to help with wine tastings and visits and to launch our newest 
project – The Glass House – tea room/wine bar. 
 
Open from the 1st of May until the end of September, The Glass House is 
situated in the former labelling room right next to the tasting room. With 
loads of imagination, repainted furniture from the attic, vintage china (some 
family pieces, some brought by friends from the UK), cushions made from 
curtain scraps and bits and pieces picked up in junk shops, we have created a 
cosy space overlooking both the vineyard and the entrance to the chateau 
with the conservatory. 
 
We served tea and cakes or glasses of wine and plate of tapas from 
Thursday to Sunday. This new venture allowed us to meet our neighbours, 
curious to see what we were doing at Carbonneau and to cater for tourists 
on holiday, happy to while away an hour or so on the property. 
 

Web site 
 

After considerable work, we’re proud to announce that our new web site is 
finally on line. This has a been a true family effort and I would like to thank 
all the kids, Hugo, Margot, Pierre and Lucie as well as Morgane, Stéphane, 
Mahé and Dyu Minh for their patience and hard work. It’s not easy trying to 
create a showcase for two such different activities as wine and the bed and 
breakfast and we hope that our new web site will be up to the mark. 
 
We wish you a Happy New Year, 
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